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There are three areas that contribute to most of the value of today’s businesses:  

Intellectual Property –provide s legal protection 

Intellectual Assets -  derive from the people in the business 

Wider Intellectual Capital – provide s the channels fo r realising value  

Successful businesses protect and manage all three.  

Intellectual Property is protected by: 

Patents 

Patents protect what makes things work -  like what makes a wheel turn  or the chemical formula of your favourite 
fizzy drink.   Patents must be applied for. 

Trade marks 

Trade marks are symbols that distinguish goods and services in the marketplace -  like logo s and brand names.   
Trade Marks can be registered. 

Designs 

Designs are what something looks like -  from the shape of a take -away cup to the body of a jet.   There are 
natural unregistered design rights in the UK.  It is also possible to register a design. 

Copyright 

Copyright is an automatic right which applies when the work is fixed, that is written or recorded in some way .  It 
applies to literature, photographs, music, software, performances, and other forms of creative works . 

Databases 

A database, that is a collection of data or other material that is arranged in such a way so that the items are 
individually accessible, m ay be protected by copyright as a literary work  and/or database right. This protection 
can apply to both paper and electronic datab ases. 

Trade Secret s 

The law of confidentiality protects trade secrets. To keep trade secrets protected, you must establish that the 
information is confidential, and ensure that anyone you tell about it signs a confidentiality agreement (CDA). If 
they then tell anyone about it, this is a breach of confidence and you can take legal action against them.  A trade 
secret is restricted to just a handful of people. 

For a free introductory discussion on how to pin -point, protect, manage and realise the 
value in  your business call us on +44 870 402 1611.  www.collerip.com

 


